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Outstanding Staff & Teams Award and Young Achievers Award 2024
Dr Tsang Tak Yin, Owen, PMH Consultant (Medicine and Geriatrics) /
Medical Director (Hospital Authority Infectious Disease Centre)
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MEDICINE

Stay passionate, honoured doctor says

Sammy Heung
sammy.heung@scmp.com

Right after Dr Owen Tsang Tak-
yin finished his training in
infectious diseases, he suddenly
found himselfon the frontlines of
Hong Kong's 2003 Sars outbreak,
atime hedescribes as beinglonely
and stressful.

Tsang, now the medical direc-
tor of the Hospital Authority
Infectious Disease Centre,
recalled that at the start of the
three-month outbreak, the world
had little knowledge of Sars, or
severe acute respiratory syn-
drome, and limited medical sup-
plies on hand.

“We could not eat when facing
our colleagues ... After work, we
had to return to our dorm and
could not go anywhere else, which
felt like a prison,” the 59-year-old
said.

“We felt quite lonely ... We saw
many young patients deteriorate
and nearly 20 per cent of patients
were admitted to intensive care.
We also had colleagues who were
infected. It was very stressful.”

But the experience failed to
dissuade Tsang from joining
efforts at the forefront of the fight
against avian and swine flu, den-
gue fever, Ebola, Aids, malaria,
mpox and Covid-19.

His work has seen him named
one of nine people honoured this

year with the Hospital Authority’s
Outstanding Staff Award.

“l did not expect [ would
receive this award at all,” he said.
“I feel very honoured. Iwould like
to thank my colleagues at the
Infectious Disease Centre.
Without them, it would not be
possible for me to receive this
award.”

Tsang, who also works as a
medicine and geriatrics consult-
antat Princess Margaret Hospital,
said his interest in infectious dis-
eases could be traced back to
1992, when he fell ill with pneu-
monia as an intern doctor.

That moment prompted him
to question how a disease could
bring down a young healthy
person,

Two years later, he pursued a
master's degree in infectious dis-
eases in Australia and was sent to
the Solomon Islands to study
malaria.

His return to Hong Kong in
2002 saw him become part of the
first batch of infectious disease
specialists in the city.

With the outbreak of Sars in
the city in March 2003, Tsang
found himself at the heart of
efforts to combat the mysterious
disease as Princess Margaret
Hospital, where he also worked at
the time, was the city’s designated
treatment centre.

The hospital tookin more than
1,000 people during the outbreak,

including 600 who were suspected
cases. "We were very anxious as
the infection prevention meas-
ures and the hardware we had
were not as ideal as what we have
today,” he said.

Later that year, Hong Kong
eventually went 20 days without
reportinga single case. The devel-
opment meant the World Health
Organization removed the city
from its list of areas affected by
Sars.

In the aftermath of the out-
break, authorities proposed creat-
ing the Infectious Disease Centre,
with the facility established in
2007.

Tsang said that before the
emergence of Covid-19in 2019, he
never would have imagined he
would face another pandemic
during his career.

While Tsang and his col-
leagues at the centre were better
prepared for an outbreak thanks
to the public healthcare system’s
1,800 available isolation beds, the
city at the time was only equipped
to handle small to medium-sized
epidemics.

“During the Covid-19 pan-
demic, we were handling tens of
thousands of patients. We would
never have enough isolation beds
in hospitals to cope with it,” he
said.

“We should learn from history
and build community isolation
facilities to handle future pan-

demics similar to what we did
during Covid-19."

Tsang also expressed hope
that more young doctors would
become infectious disease spe-
cialists to tackle future outbreaks,
noting there were only 14 such
experts currently working under
the Hospital Authority.

He also looked back on his
32-year career and said that, at
times, he felt disappointed by
some behaviour among patients,
some colleagues and even the
system but still had “a glass-half-
full” mentality.

“Do not always look at what
we do not have. Look at what we
do have,” he said. “We have to
maintain this passion or else it can
be very difficult.”

While he was set to retire next
February and step down from his
administrative duties, he would
continue treating patients and
also allocate more time to
research, he said.

Tsang also expressed confi-
dence in his successor, adding the
younger generation should utilise
new technologies such as bigdata
and artificial intelligence (Al) to
combat future outbreaks.

“Stay true to your aspirations,”
he said. “Al can never replace
doctors. Itis like what I said about
Aids patients, who eventually
needed care from doctors and
counselling, which can never be
replaced by AL”

SCMP, 18 November 2024



-
Eﬁi Eﬁ ? Helping People Stay Healthy
RE2EEER

Outstanding Staff & Teams Award and Young Achievers Award 2024
Dr Tsang Tak Yin, Owen, PMH Consultant (Medicine and Geriatrics) /

Medical Director (Hospital Authority Infectious Disease Centre)

BREERERSRITHE

MBI

e 1 2 S
FERRITEHER fﬁﬁ( E)Hiﬁr QRS

q:} -"t‘ P 0 o i o 1R SEF 08 S o P 2k LR o DL At |

SARS Fid Wi KkRE - 555 2L BEREI S (N
FERAENFL) ~ S I A0 nis o [ Vo A N 0 8 DR A oo

SUBRIN FE + TSR BRI T - A2 A BRATAR 304 » Rt %}ﬁgi ggg E%j
LRI NG ~ N SO - WV LA TS - Al E%E

[t o Y TARIR KCURAT + Al e T ARATRED ) o AL ; ‘r JﬁECTNﬁiV DS
WIS SR A S L+ SRR A RIIFSE - BARECE BB ol "

BEPHTER30GE MR LT

T Hisk b 47 Lo i » (H—2
ﬁ‘iﬂﬂurf T LLRE
a E‘{*ﬁlotfﬂl{

F‘i%{.#lf‘fﬂ il ‘M!li' fﬁu Ak
W o AP HY FH SARSBEAY T direy
team 3 BRYE WAL A T wet
team J v A AL T IOW #5 K
Age

e N . - HE%@%F%U&?%S@% BEABRBHRL ( AREEAR ) BEEA SO
pcss o sy SARSIINE SMANHIIIE  SARSTHRMAARS + IEREFHAERR RIS - (1B )
BE SISO - MBI - R0 SRR -
WOHUTUPATI - RSN IR SROH - B0 R T > \
B TRy Fe B - e ﬂ_’ﬂ ﬁr%"f el T 5 SR SN B
i e o & rﬂmm@sﬁmﬁxﬂ_ i . EHER LR ﬂT%ff# L EEEEABTR
RN V0TI O o — i Apkngiae ) - 0 S 5 i o 4
A ARS8 DU A LE R TAHR
SUBRE 1 ESARS R > YRR 47 S o SR o
: TS - B B NE
MBI AT N 20 -
A AR B S A

;ﬁ‘rﬂmﬁdxmmr!ﬁ 1L
AT W T AT L
-
mwz%u‘;mmuw v B A R - A UL
IRA N BAR AR A RTAIRS el |Tri>L)M<¢k1’Mlﬂ#ﬁﬁ'?‘ﬁE
i P TR WA é.é B Al A — 1 R ﬂb
‘Tkﬁ%—ﬁ? f&rfi‘ I !m%ff‘ﬂwlx,}»umb‘f{ T
] i TR EEAT A A » 4o
SRR ORAT RO B AR
W BE 2000 418 HAERYAY » Ak CWRARIE IS
HROAERRE - 7 - ReMEBRBLE R BhiE
W WHER—-A W TR ER -
TR VAR BN T AR S

gk ~
HEDLANIIRR G - ﬁ‘il'}‘ ?“f)\?ﬁﬂ
S T3 P 5 A -
TR - e agen  BIEER
AL RS SEBEZEEcMT
Wl A - B BEEMAM TR, T
LA KBRS 1992 % BB LRXT
PEEGRIER) TINSC ) - VEAT LU A 14 4 M b HRREL T W
i AR - LB 60 HAEEAOAIA » FIEE SRR
LA - B AR THSANE L o (LERMEANUAONT  ASWE - RERER :
PR R S EAT - W kA BEBWREE o BH G - DURETENS W SR A LR
RN b B AL AR SURUIN TR - @EYHE  EEEEL S A o TREAFEE HHRER BRTOREK
e [ o — R BB SARS AR JL BRI A gro  (BERRM)  IRZ FKEACRIV EMESES o §O SR
BBbE o U SR ol ARIRER o MR R o

Ming Pao, 18 November 2024

10§ ﬂnmk):n 3
P - B2 A A o i i
i 18 A 5 130 P B0 —ﬁﬁl A
A% o TR T P

CRAGRNE RS
&,mnawﬁmn

Efx‘?d ?rv, ||‘t 7 H‘Fﬁ -2 [;'51‘1"“‘.
IEFAABERAZ T TRREEHS
CEESEENHMEEERA 0 B
L {8 3 L 19 [R) 35 B
FHE E"U\ (SARS - b+ )& Eﬁ ﬁ_.-).[x_.‘.[;"u FEE
th RSB AEEREY
AgEsET] a0 E5E "F‘i'*"" [ %15
NEEI PTG B RRIER -
ﬁﬁf{ﬁﬁﬂiﬂﬂﬁﬁﬁtﬁ
SR TE (R R Rt T + ftt
H0R2FES THEARENEE
SEEPLAPI RIS e B fy » b4
SRR R TUREE - B TR

BHFEREEEEMEH
RHIE - BERERE R
BNAESRRETRMLRE
WMEARERE FEHEFH
T S0 R AR R A AR
BRI FRAEEA T HEER
ﬁﬂﬂ@ﬁ?ﬁ¢ﬁbfﬁﬁ¢
BOMNBAREHEE  hAF
2AKEERKZR STHEARS
BHMMET = [ERERH
WL BRIEGEE -

S "i.—-’%ﬁl-ﬂ‘& rl:%“ql i |ﬂ"' m‘J ’M“ B
BRI 5 - &

47“332 ph=gh E%ﬁ HE &hE—HE

BT

ra'!'&'. |

Am730, 18 November 2024



O Outstanding Staff & Teams Award and Young Achievers Award 2024
Eﬁagﬁzﬁ"j‘ij‘“"‘““"’“‘ Dr Tsang Tak Yin, Owen, PMH Consultant (Medicine and Geriatrics) /
Medical Director (Hospital Authority Infectious Disease Centre)

EEECTENHUEEELET Y~  ERFTLEBEECEEREENR NEETEEEE

Al 3 =4 - L2 T E ,\..__xg E_F
BERBRATLEFRESREAFER BEEXEMS "8E, TERELTE
E%: 202e-11-18 0oz | % WM ) SRERFRE  IHEFSEREEYN  2EASEE-55t EESERATIBEREES
=E
EEREAATLEBAESEES  (EESHEMRAS)HLNEE  BTER2SE
ATE « BRZEEFIE
NTEXESESS LN ENNERAESEE  TER RN  FEMNESESFE - 2002
E2ES%  EXRAEHTHEINERASNES
LEOEHERA (HBA 0B SEEEET OEMEAREE - 200350 - E2020
ERLNFEAE - DBERTSENAE TBE.  #25  FEEEEERFASERETT
4
SEEEL (ISR EANIRMNES - 007 FHLEBRADL - EFENERTER
BAR  FURMEES CDEERS - M)LE - EXCRREHE GEHGTES -
—— WS BRIBRENSESH—  HM0SNEBHA - Eit— (&,  WARIES
eerE il FER . AEEEE ZSOEEBERAEETL  BE108EEREAR - SREEE
- r ETER . 2ER1 400EFEFF -
- B —_ — - o — e = =
A% EEEET : W?%EFW@%HE?=§ﬁm WZET - BEAERETTS - mRER/)
REETIURE  HREEX 0140028250 -

EEE2EEN  BRENTESEFRE  URSA BB - hSEEEEEE
LS

ot i
)

I

TVB, 18 November 2024



O Outstanding Staff & Teams Award and Young Achievers Award 2024
Eﬁagﬁgﬁg‘*‘”ﬂ“ Dr Tsang Tak Yin, Owen, PMH Consultant (Medicine and Geriatrics) /
Medical Director (Hospital Authority Infectious Disease Centre)

nowsm | 823 ¥ oy EBR

SERBERRIILRRST EAFRZE
- MR CEER [ RERER ]

2024ENA1BEE— £F720

f [fEREM - P emE  ARROE SN AR TS  1E P el 0 )R R T A

AR AL PR e | - B WA AAR ] - SR - iR
# R ey b O R A R PR b o Bl RASEN T - @ B RO B
= FI i 33 2 A 4 HE BT SR ik o ‘il AU A B MREE YR - TR P ST e

Lo 2GR EDRTIIRFRR - B R[] 3043 B e i i -

IRED - B e dos g AT HORE I8 » ARl BB B I spmam 3 e

S SRR S B SR AR A ch R S B HELBRN HEARER
Sl il | SR e [+ T - B AL+ G TEEAE P S L AR -
AN — B ok - FRIERIESE  EHZS MR QGRS - ﬁ’?ﬁ“’z
W RRFRFEI RGP o (SR ORI AR SRR A RS B - LR R i

AR » LD o AIEHEE MRS - Mh - 2HABEA 141005
BB AR 2 M /R 3 o 0 4
RREEEmAR 2 B8 5 EARMERN + AT 16

"""["“‘i“?.’. e MR EE IR AT R R R TR A o B - BEA O B A A BERR R
fE o e 4 0SB O - SEMPKRORE E S  RLR A S B ETT b AN
ttllf"l.u#ﬂtika‘m fn L[]S AE SR B i b s BERE - AE A DIBARIETE - S A R

REF > Sl BRE T ERE TR - fhoial - ¥ AESERIH B by - oE BN
NETLE, BRI ESRARERUE - DLBEEEE
VEBEAFETE HiZEER Z2EE)Z - 0 e
EREA S EE HeHRER AR e Sing Tao Daily, 18 November 2024
AECHSEIIRHTR .
EREEMRG 8 AT AYIE
%% OAZES BEERE iR h B&FE HIF K Al
ENERRRERERIFNELER - | KA ] RRHEIRCEE | 6 MARERATRATSETNREEE IARFAHBETUER  $Eal 1785%  FEGERSEE  BE  BAT  THEATTEER  fhieE
EEbt  EEEEEE ) THO2ENN  AERE  BEERERSIL R R7 | MHRIREROBE BB ZBRLMEPCBRENFERAR ARG KRR o
PAURSERREERNERK b B [ATEREFRCEEHEA  BELETE - BREA EHUERDAARE TN
Now TV, 18 November 2024 Ban e WtgERRan s T2t ou semnkin e ATEREILAREABE
’ B £ i BERULAT LERARREE = Y gERCESNNEE  ERKBNE BIERMRBET ARE BNE
*ggg ZURBRARIR A ( ARIREAR ) %1 GERE02FERWRABRAR W OIRER  FERRRBLAHNA  ESARBRYR - hHEREEE
AhEE EERESEBERMHAT HRHENE 0 2003 ELEMB - B wet team (—i2 [k Hu)  E  HEBSESBN SESEENLER
#-ax TR o KRR A o mﬂwm Bl [FT | BE LBt B E—RETEE Rr (RETHRNE K% AR  ATTMRE - EEE
g B8 [H MR » BT | WREVE  REEHAETE  BEOE ROt AR RS e EEM
@ IE ‘Si%&éﬁ':‘wgglliﬂiiﬂﬁﬁ?éﬁﬁﬁ BEREA  PTEBEARINDE ERRENFETREL  AFR ERA [BREEFSIL ATSE
LI Bt MEREITRE SR ARE 0 EAZANSE [LELEME—N  HYES MEASRRONREE % SAMREEHS AR BEHN
RO
W DS MAERBL  BEHEEE [0 EAREX SRNFRHRFE R ENE  SEEHLRET |

Ta Kung Pao, 18 November 2024



	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8

