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* * * * * *

Wednesday, 14 July 2004

Attention News Editors:

The Hospital Authority (HA) spokesman would like to refute the unfounded allegations of a
report on HA in the latest issue of Next Magazine today (Wednesday, 14 July).

As indicated clearly by Dr William Ho, HA Chief Executive to all staff that he “has
specifically instructed that Directors, Cluster Chief Executives and Hospital Chief Executives
should refrain from ‘mobilising support’”, and he stated specifically in an e-mail on 11 July that
he has “checked this morning that they had not.” He further said that “Hong Kong is a free
society and any one can rally for expression of opinion or actions. But it is important that none
of our staff members feel any pressure of being forced to declare their stance one way or another.”

The above was widely reported in the mass media in the following days, the HA regretted

the Next Magazine had deliberately ignored and twisted the facts to name and accuse the few
Hospital Chief Executives of “mobilising signature campaign” in the report.
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