
Graduated from 
medical schools 

outside HK

Take licensing 
examination under 

MCHK NB1

In general, undertake a 
12-month “internship” NB2

in public hospitals

Become fully registered 
with MCHK and 

apply for Resident NB4

positions in HA

Receive specialist 
training in Hong Kong NB5

and obtain fellowship 
of respective College 

under HKAM

Continue specialist 
training in Hong Kong NB5

and obtain fellowship
of respective College 

under HKAM; or 
apply for CSR

Opportunities for 
promotion to Associate 

Consultant under LR 
with ≥ 5 years full-time 

post-fellowship 
experience in HA

Pass the 
licensing 
examination

Apply for full 
registration in 
MCHK

Opportunities to 
become 

Resident Specialist / 
Associate Consultant

in HA

Apply for Specialist 
Registration in 
MCHK

Apply for Specialist 
Registration in 
MCHK

MCHK – Medical Council of Hong Kong (https://www.mchk.org.hk/)
HKAM – Hong Kong Academy of Medicine (https://www.hkam.org.hk/) 
CSR – Certification of Specialist Registration (https://www.hkam.org.hk/HKAMWEB/pages_3_55.html) 

Full Registration
in Hong Kong # Limited Registration (LR) Scheme in Hospital Authority (HA)

Undertake a 1-3 days 
period of assessment 

after full-time 
employment for ≥ 3 

years under LR in HA NB3

Become fully registered 
with MCHK and continue 

to work as 
Resident Specialist / 
Associate Consultant

in HA 

* Since 2020/21:
For Emergency Medicine, Family 
Medicine, Internal Medicine and 
Paediatrics, applicants with pre-
intermediate level qualifications 
would be considered 

Pass the licensing 
examination under 

MCHK while obtaining 
specialist qualification 
recognized by HKAM NB3

Obtain recognizable qualifications 
comparable to intermediate / 

pre-intermediate* examination of HKAM

Apply for Service Resident under LR in HA 

Pathways for Non-locally Trained Doctors to Pursue Medical Career in 
Hospital Authority, Hong Kong

Notes:
1) Eligibility for taking the Licensing Examination is governed by section 7A of the Medical Registration Ordinance, Cap.

161 of the Laws of Hong Kong. For details, please visit MCHK’s website: https://leip.mchk.org.hk/EN/eligibility.html
2) After passing the licensing examination, a candidate is required to undergo the period of assessment (also known as

internship) for a period of normally 12 months in an approved hospital before becoming eligible for applying full
registration in MCHK. For details, please visit MCHK’s website: https://leip.mchk.org.hk/EN/aexam_III.html

3) Doctors who have served in HA under LR for 3 years or more may apply for “reduction of the period of assessment
generally” to 1-3 days after passing the licensing examination and certified by the respective colleges under HKAM as
having a specialist qualification comparable to a fellowship of the Colleges under HKAM (also applicable to overseas
specialists with qualifications recognized by HKAM). For details, please visit MCHK’s website: https://leip.mchk.org.hk/
EN/guidexam.html

4) In addition to the Annual Recruitment Exercise for Resident Trainee and year-round recruitment of Service Residents,
various posts for doctors are available in HA from time to time. For details, please refer to the recruitment
advertisements at HA’s website: http://www.ha.org.hk (Click “English” “Careers” “Medical”)

5) The requirements for admission to specialist training may vary among Colleges of HKAM. For information on specialist
training under respective Colleges of HKAM, please visit HKAM’s website: http://www.hkam.org.hk/

New Exempted “Internship 
Arrangement” since Aug 2019

# Non-locally trained doctors may also take licensing examinationNB1 at a time suitable to personal circumstances. 

Online Application:
Associate Consultant Positions for Experienced Doctors without Full Registration
https://ha.taleo.net/careersection/ha_ext_cs/jobdetail.ftl?job=HO2004004&tz=GMT%2B08%3A00&tzname
Service Resident Positions for Experienced Doctors without Full Registration
https://ha.taleo.net/careersection/ha_ext_cs/jobdetail.ftl?job=HO2004005&tz=GMT%2B08%3A00&tzname

For details of the LR scheme in HA, please visit: http://www.ha.org.hk/goto/limited_registration

Apply for Specialist 
Registration in 
MCHK

Become a specialist in 
practicing country 
with qualifications 

recognized by HKAM

Pass the licensing 
examination under MCHK

Apply for Associate 
Consultant under LR

in HA NB3

Start specialist training overseas
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