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* The VACURG trial reported excessive cardiovascular deaths in patients who received high
dose DES (5.0 mg/d).
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ψ None of the trials had a uniform protocol for initiating deferred treatment, which therefore
reflected prevailing local practices at the time of study. This introduced confounding variables
causing disadvantage to the deferred treatment arm. Furthermore, the VACURG trials were
conducted in the 1960s and represent a markedly older and sicker population than most
patients would present nowadays, which makes their results not readily generalisable.
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[Source:  Byer DP, Corle DK. Hormone therapy for prostate cancer: results of the Veterans
Administration Cooperative Urological Research Group studies. NCI Monographs. 1988;7:165-70.

Aronson N, Seidenfeld J, Samson DJ, Albertson PC, Bayoumi AM, Bennett C, et al.  Relative
effectiveness and cost-effectiveness of methods of androgen suppression in the treatment of advanced
prostatic cancer [online]. Rockville, MD: Agency for Health Care Policy and Research. 1999 May.
Evidence Report/Technology Assessment: No. 4.  AHCPR Publication No. 99-E0012.  Available from:
URL:  http://text.nlm.nih.gov/ftrs/dbaccess/prost.]
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[Source:  Aronson N, Seidenfeld J, Samson DJ, Albertson PC, Bayoumi AM, Bennett C, et al.
Relative effectiveness and cost-effectiveness of methods of androgen suppression in the treatment
of advanced prostatic cancer [online]. Rockville, MD: Agency for Health Care Policy and Research.
1999 May. Evidence Report/Technology Assessment: No. 4.  AHCPR Publication No. 99-E0012.
Available from: URL:  http://text.nlm.nih.gov/ftrs/dbaccess/prost.

Seidenfeld J, Samson DJ, Hasselblad V, Aronson N, Albertsen P, Bennett CL, et al. Single-therapy
androgen suppression in men with advanced prostate cancer: a systematic review and meta-analysis.
Ann Intern Med. 2000 Apr 4;132(7):566-77.
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CSource: Schmitt B, Bennett C, Seidenfeld J, Samson D, Wilt T.  Maximal androgen blockade for advanced prostate cancer. In: The Cochrane Library [online],
Issue 3, 2001. Oxford: Update Software. (Last substantive amendment: 14 Jan, 1999)
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����������	�����������������������	
�����	�����������
�������������. 4 trials, including the SWOG Intergroup trial (INT 0105) which was prospectively designed and
with adequate power to compare outcomes by prognostic subgroups, found no statistically significant differences
in outcome between CAB and monotherapy. 2 trials reported better survival in the CAB arm for patients with
good prognosis but did not specify whether the differences were statistically significant.
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[Source:����Aronson N, Seidenfeld J, Samson DJ, Albertson PC, Bayoumi AM, Bennett C, et al.  Relative effectiveness and cost-effectiveness of methods of
androgen suppression in the treatment of advanced prostatic cancer [online]. Rockville, MD: Agency for Health Care Policy and Research. 1999 May. Evidence
Report/Technology Assessment: No. 4.  AHCPR Publication No. 99-E0012.  Available from: URL:  http://text.nlm.nih.gov/ftrs/dbaccess/prost.
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[Source:  Byer DP, Corle DK. Hormone therapy for prostate cancer: results of the Veterans Administration
Cooperative Urological Research Group studies. NCI Monographs. 1988;7:165-70.

The Medical Research Council Prostate Cancer Working Party Investigators Group. Immediate vs deferred treatment for advanced
prostatic cancer: initial results of the Medical Research Council trial. Br J Urol. 1997 Feb;79(2):235-46.

Aronson N, Seidenfeld J, Samson DJ, Albertson PC, Bayoumi AM, Bennett C, et al.  Relative
effectiveness and cost-effectiveness of methods of androgen suppression in the treatment of advanced
prostatic cancer [online]. Rockville, MD: Agency for Health Care Policy and Research. 1999 May.
Evidence Report/Technology Assessment: No. 4.  AHCPR Publication No. 99-E0012.  Available from: URL:
http://text.nlm.nih.gov/ftrs/dbaccess/prost.]

����������
 ������ ����� ��� 	
�� �� 	����� 
��� �� ������� ���	����� ���� �	�	��� ��������
	���	���	���
�
�	
��������������	����������������������	�����	�	
��	�������	������
�



��������������	

�	������������������������������������������	����	��	
�����������	���	���	�����
���	
�������� 	
�� � !"#$� 	����� ����� ������	��� �� 	
�� %&'(�� ���� ��������	� �
���)����� ������ ���� ��)��� ������	��� 	
��� ���	� ��	��	�� ������ ������	� ���������
�
�
���)���	
��������	����	���������������*�����+

��� ��������
	�
���	������
����������
���������	
���������	���6����
	�����������
:
3����4���������������������������������������������������	����%

"�� #�� ��;������ ���
���� �	� �������� �
�������� �	
� �������� ���� �	������ ��������� 	

������	����������������
	�����������
:

��� :� ����� �� �� �'!'�� ��������� ������ 	�� ��������� ������� �����	����� ��� ��I�	��� ��
�>������4���� ��������%��
����� ���������'&!�� ����������������������� ����������4������ '6
������	���������	�	����. 8�	��!�8������&%&&�����0�8�	��! 8������&%&�������	�����������
������������	����%������������
��������&' �������������������������������������������
4�����4�������������������������������������
�����������������������������������������'6
����� �	������ ���	�	��� �!!8� 	�� ''8�� ��&%&��� �� ��	��� ��� ������ ������� �����	����� �
��������
����,����������������06�&�%

5���6�����������������������	���'6������	���������	�	���
����������������������	����A
��/���� ������ &%!��� � '8�9� &%:. � ��� &%0���7� '6����� ���	�	��� ����� .!%'8� 	�� !0%�8� �*��
0%�8��33�������%
��

[Source:�Aronson N, Seidenfeld J, Samson DJ, Albertson PC, Bayoumi AM, Bennett C, et al.  Relative
effectiveness and cost-effectiveness of methods of androgen suppression in the treatment of advanced
prostatic cancer [online]. Rockville, MD: Agency for Health Care Policy and Research. 1999 May.
Evidence Report/Technology Assessment: No. 4.  AHCPR Publication No. 99-E0012.  Available from:
URL:  http://text.nlm.nih.gov/ftrs/dbaccess/prost.]
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therapy compared with observation after radical prostatectomy and pelvic lymphadenectomy in men with
node-positive prostate cancer. N Engl J Med 1999 Dec 9;341(24):1781-8.]
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[Source: Fellow GJ, Clark PB, Beynon LL, Boreham J, Keen C, Parkinson MC, et al. Treatment of
advanced localised prostatic cancer by orchiectomy, radiotherapy, or combined treatment: a Medical
Research Council study. Br J Urol. 1992 Sep;70(3):304-9.]
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